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Did you ever wonder why the
top of Delaware is round?
Let’s call this a second
installment in the famous

THE DELAWARE CURVE

White 0ak on west side
Brandywine ¢reck in curve
on Israel Helms land in |70l

October, 2021

The nearby drawing and depiction can
be found in Walter Powell’s A History
of Delaware published in 1928.
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survey series. King Charles II's patent
of 1681 granting William Penn lands
down past the 40th degree latitude for
his Pennsylvania holdings brought
Penn’s grant into conflict with that of |, ~
the Cecil Calvert (Lord Baltimore) “‘”’Z‘jf"‘mﬁ’
proprietorship in Maryland. It also Lﬂyf\;p){ MLO;” g
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included a reference to the separate Gav

nature of Penn’s “Lower Three ot
Counties on the Delaware.” They

were bounded as follows: “...On the

south by a circle drawn at twelve miles
distance from New Castle northward
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THE DELAWARE CURVE

07 cllifi“%“:’ilyfgé” He.zre is the Cliff Notes version of how
‘ St | this survey plotted out. Those of you
[ET35ssa who have perused old farm deeds will
%'l;% /F;e"\@ relate to this and it should give
ESN) W comfort to anyone trying to keep their
el g fence line off the neighbor’s property.
E flo%"v N Beginning at “Ye end of ye Horse-
o (\0&@‘ Dike” on the Delaware they measured
yeglnd of e dld twelve miles due north “to a White

now 7ot

Oak marked with twelve notches

standing on ye west side of the curve
of the Brandywine Creek in the land
of Israel Helm...” “From said White

and westward into the beginning of
the 40th degree latitude and then by a straight line
westward.” The Duke of York by a separate patent dated
August 24, 1682 granted to Penn “all that town of New
Castle northward and westward unto the beginning of the
4.0th degree latitude and then by a straight line
westward.”

Initially these particular boundary lines only served to
separate the counties in the Penn holdings. It would be
of little import or controversy, as long as the three lower
counties also remained under Penn’s proprietorship. In
order to more properly survey the Duke’s grant and affix
its radius, Penn hired Isaac Taylor of Chester County
and Thomas Pierson of New Castle County. He charged
them to "admeasure and survey ye town of New Castle the
distance of twelve miles on a right line by ye river
Delaware upward the Delaware and from said distance
divide the said counties by a circular line... Said circular
line to be well marked two-thirds of ye semicircle.”

When they began the process in October, 1701 they
determined that their starting point, hence the center
point of the circle, should be on the Delaware “at the end
of the Horse-Dike next ye said Town of New Castle.”

Oak we ran eastward circularly,
changing our course from east to southward...” until “"we
came to [the] Delaware River on ye upper side of
Nathaniel Lamphlys’” Old House at Chichester... Then
we returned to the said White Oak in Israel Helm’s land,
and thence westward... changing our course from the west
southward...” All of this was to make “two-third parts of
the semi-circle to a twelve mile radius..., all which said
circular line being well marked with three notches on
each side of the trees to a marked Hickory standing near
ye western branch of Christmas Creek.” I did not
include reference to the various perches, chords, degrees,
etc. by which the line meandered, but you get the drift.

Time marched on and before long the notched trees and
other monuments disappeared and the all-important “Ye
Horse-Dike” starting point could not be found. Without
a recognized starting point the validity of the twelve mile
radius itself could be called into question. The situation
would not be improved by Mason and Dixon’s efforts to
survey the boundary line between the Penn and Calvert
grants which began in 1764. This did not do much to
clarify the curved boundary line between the Pennsylvania
and Delaware counties. They did, however, run the
curve where it diverged from the west line of Delaware
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“for a mile and a halfjust north of the [west] Tangent
point running northwesterly to the intersection with the
south line of Pennsylvania extended east.” This created a
“wedge shaped parcel of land” which, as far as the Calvert
interests were concerned, should go to Penn’s Lower
Three Counties on the Delaware. Delaware settlers took
possession of this wedge then consisting of approximately
800 acres. They paid taxes on it and voted in Delaware
which exercised jurisdiction over it after 1776.

In a survey conducted by the United States
Typographical Engineers in 1849 whose purpose was to
reinstall the missing boundary stone where Delaware,
Maryland and Pennsylvania touched, it was discovered
that a “true twelve mile radius from New Castle would
bring the circular boundary three-fourths of a mile east

from the Maryland northeast corner stone.” This would
have placed the wedge in Pennsylvania.

Delaware refused to recognize these findings and
continued to exercise jurisdiction. Finally in 1892 a new
survey was undertaken this time using the top of the spire
of the courthouse in New Castle as the starting point for
the twelve mile radius. Use of the new starting point and
the remaining markers from the 1701 survey shortened
the radius and created a curved horn shaped property
which had been in Delaware but would now be in
Pennsylvania. Delaware and Pennsylvania would
seemingly trade the wedge and the horn shaped parcels
back and forth until the wedge was awarded to Delaware
and the horn to Pennsylvania with a new boundary line
being ratified by Congress on June 30, 1921.
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for a detailed overview of the current real estate markets in New Castle,
Kent & Sussex Counties, DE, S. Chester County, PA and Cecil County, MD.
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*FIXER UPPERS*
Bargains, lowest prices. These
homes need work. Call for a free
computerized /ist with pictures.
Free recorded message
1-888-322-5252 1D #1048
Patterson-Schwariz Real Estate

@ R &=

L cavar ouss G
REALTOR®  G¥GaTonimy

If your home is currently listed for sale,
this is not intended to be a solicitation.

27 Quick and Easy Fix Ups to Sell Your Home Fast and for Top Dollar

DE, MD, PA - Because your home may well be your largest asset, selling it is
probably one of the most important decisions you will make in your life. And once
you have made that decision, you’ll want to sell your home for the highest price in
the shortest time possible without compromising your sanity. Before
you place your home on the market, here’s a way to help you to be as prepared as
possible.

To assist homesellers, a new industry report has just been released called “27
Valuable Tips That You Should Know to Get Your Home Sold Fast and for Top
Dollar.” It tackles the important issues you need to know to make your home
competitive in today’s tough, aggressive marketplace.

Through these 27 tips you will discover how to protect and capitalize on your
most important investment, reduce stress, be in control of your situation, and make

This report is courtesy of Charlie Schwartz of Patterson-Schwartz Real Estate.
Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale. Copyright© 2017.

the best profit possible. In this report you’ll discover how to avoid financial disap-
pointment or worse, a financial disaster when selling your home. Using a common-
sense approach, you will get the straight facts about what can make or break the
sale of your home.

You owe it to yourself to learn how these important tips will give you the
competitive edge to get your home sold fast and for the most amount of money.

To order a FREE Special Report, visit www.charlieschwartz.com and select
Seller Tips from the side bar menu, or to hear a brief recorded message about how
to order your FREE copy of this report call toll-free 1-888-322-5252 and enter
1023. You can call any time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Get your free special report NOW to learn how to ensure a home inspection
doesn’t cost you the sale of your home.
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